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World Still Wary of Modern China

This week the BBC released results of a survey conducted by GlobeScan in
five countries on attitudes toward China as the Beijing Games draw near.

According to survey results, China is not generally blamed for global problems (rises
in food prices, energy prices and climate change) — except in South Korea, where
two-thirds agree that China is responsible for rising prices of food and energy, and
three-quarters agree that China is to blame for climate change.

Where blame is attached to China, in four out of five countries surveyed (Great
Britain, South Korea, India, and Brazil), the public is more likely to feel that China is
to blame for climate change than for rising food and energy prices. Only in the USA
is the public more likely to blame China for rising energy prices than for climate
change.

GlobeScan’s Research Director, Sam Mountford says, “There's not much evidence
here of a desire to blame China for the big global problems we're currently faced with
like rising energy prices or food prices. And it's surprising that despite all the concern
about the growth in China's carbon emissions, it's people in the other big emerging
economies like Brazil or India that are more likely to blame China for climate
change.”
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“We've seen support for globalization drop off in recent years around the world and
this may be more evidence of people in the West worrying about jobs disappearing
into lower-wage economies in the developing world,’ states Mr. Mountford.

There was no overall consensus on whether China is a threat or an ally — but many
Americans and South Koreans wary. The public in the USA, South Korea and India
is inclined to perceive China as more of a threat than an ally, although substantial
proportions disagree. In the UK and Brazil, the opposite is the case. About half of
Americans and South Koreans think China is more of a threat than an ally while one-
third in these two countries feel the opposite: that China is more of an ally than a
threat. The opposite is true in the UK; almost half see China as an ally, while one-
third perceive China as a threat. It is notable that only two out of ten Indians see
China, the other emerging global economic giant, as an ally.
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Despite proximity and ethnic similarity, in South Korea only one-quarter agree that
the Chinese are friendly and “like me.” Only in Brazil, where just one in ten feel
Chinese are like them, is this figure lower.

In India and South Korea, a similar proportion of the public (about four out of ten)
agree that Chinese are free and oppressed. Indeed, forty six percent of Indians
agree that Chinese people are free, the highest percentage recorded in any country.
However, it is notable that in the other three countries surveyed the proportion of
those who feel Chinese people are oppressed double the proportion of those who
think they are free.




For media interviews with the participating pollsters, please contact:

Sam Mountford, Research Director
GlobeScan Incorporated, London
+44 (0)20 7253 1447
Sam.mountford@globescan.com

GlobeScan Incorporated is a global public opinion and stakeholder consultancy with offices
in Toronto, London, and Washington. GlobeScan conducts custom research and annual
tracking studies on global issues. With a research network spanning 50+ countries,
GlobeScan works with global companies, multilateral agencies, national governments, and
non-government organizations to deliver research-based insights for successful strategies.

The BBC exists to enrich people’s lives with great programmes and services on television,
radio and online that inform, educate and entertain. Its vision is to be the most creative,
trusted organization in the world. BBC reporters and correspondents at home and abroad
can be called on for expert coverage across a huge range of subject areas. With over sixty
foreign bureaux, the BBC has the largest newsgathering operation in the world. BBC World
Service provides international news, analysis and information in English and 32 other
languages.




Questionnaire

1. How strongly do you agree or disagree that China is to blame for...ROTATE ORDER OF

STATE

A
B.
C.

MENTS

01 — Strongly agree

02 — Somewhat agree

03 — Somewhat disagree

04 — Strongly disagree

VOLUNTEERED (DO NOT READ)

05 — Depends / Neither agree nor disagree
99 — DK/NA

Rising food prices
Rising energy prices, including for petrol/gasoline
Climate change, otherwise known as global warming

2. As you may know, the Chinese economy has grown significantly over recent years,
resulting in a major increase in the number of Chinese goods available for purchase
throughout the world.

How do you think that China’s economic growth has affected the standard of living of you
and your family — would you say that it has...?

01 — Improved our standard of living
02 — Reduced our standard of living
03 — Made no difference
VOLUNTEERED (DO NOT READ)
99 — Don’t Know/Not sure

3. | would now like you to think about your country’s relationship with China. Do you
consider China to be...

4.

01 — More of an ally than a threat
02 — More of a threat than an ally
VOLUNTEERED (DO NOT READ)
03 — Neither a threat nor an ally

99 — Don’t Know/Not sure

To what extent do you agree or disagree that the Chinese people are: ROTATE

ORDER IN WHICH ATTRIBUTES ARE ASKED

A. Free

01 — Strongly agree

02 — Somewhat agree

03 — Somewhat disagree

04 — Strongly disagree

VOLUNTEERED (DO NOT READ)

05 — Depends / Neither agree nor disagree
99 — DK/NA

B. Modern

C. Like

me

D. Oppressed
E. Friendly
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Country

Research Institute

Location

Brazil

Market Analysis Brazil

Florianopolis, Brazil

Great Britain

ICM Direct

London, UK

India

Markelytics

Bangalore, India

South Korea

Dongseo Research

Seoul, South Korea

USA

Opinion Research

New Jersey, USA




Methodology

Sample size . Sample | Survey Type of
Country (unweighted) Field dates frame methodology | sample
Brazil 1001 July 25 — July 28, 2008 18+ Telephone Urban1
Great Britain 1015 July 02 — July 03, 2008 18+ Telephone National
. 2
India 1415 July 04 — July 07, 2008 18+ Telephone Urban
South Korea 1037 July 22, 2008 19+ Telephone National
United 1002
States July 10 — July 13, 2008 18+ Telephone National
Notes

1

In Brazil the survey was conducted in Belo Horizonte, Brasilia, Curitiba, Porto Alegre, Recife,
Rio de Janeiro, Salvador, and S&o Paulo, representing 15% of the total national adult
population.

2

In India the Survey was conducted in to major metropolitan/urban areas of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal representing 26% of national adult
population.




